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FOURTH REPORT OF EXCAVATIONS AT 
TAMWORTH, STAFFS., 1968—SOME TIMBER-FRAMED 

AND OTHER BUILDINGS IN CHURCH STREET 
R. A. MEESON 

SUMMARY In 1968 a row of shops standing opposite the Church, on the south side of Church 
Street, Tamworth, were demolished when the businesses were transferred to new premises at 
the rear. During the demolition of the properties it was possible to record some of their 
architectural details and, once demolition was complete, part of the site was excavated to 
investigate its earlier development. Evidence of several phases of early medieval post-pit and 
post-hole buildings was recorded during the excavation. The survey of the standing buildings 
demonstrates several phases of post-and-truss structures on stone sills which had undergone 
changes at various stages. 

T A M W O R T H , in the south-east corner of Staffordshire, lies at the junction of the Rivers 
Tame and Anker, about 12 miles north of Birmingham. In A.D. 913 Ethelfleda organized 
the construction of a ' burh ' 1 within which the medieval settlement later developed. The course 
of the defences of this burh is quite well defined 2 and it seems clear that Church Street 
( N G R SK 207041) is near the geographical centre of the burh and the medieval borough. 
Fig. 1 (an outline drawing of the town-centre of Tamworth) shows the position of the buildings 
which are described in this report. 

The account is now divided into three main sections: First, an architectural description of 
the buildings which were demolished in 1968, and two other timber-framed buildings. 
Secondly, the archaeological excavation is considered. The third section comprises a discus
sion of the facts outlined in sections one and two. 

THE ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 
In common with most medieval towns Tamworth once contained many half-timbered 

buildings but the vast majority of them have been reconstructed or replaced. The buildings 
described below were the most substantial timber-framed structures left in the town, so 
plans and some elevations were quickly drawn during the rapid demolition of the properties. 
In the circumstances it was not possible to be as comprehensive as one would have wished but 
the structural history of some of the buildings has been broadly ascertained. Buildings A 
and J had both been demolished some years previously, almost without record, but they 

1 J. Gould, 'First Report of the excavations at Tamworth, Staffs., 1967', Trans., ix for 1967/8 (1968), p. 23. 
2 Ibid., p. 18. 

Excavations on the eastern defences of Tamworth by C. Young for M.P.B.W. in 1968. (Not yet published.) 
C. F. Palmer, History of the Town and Castle of Tamworth (1845), p. 17. 
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2 FOURTH REPORT OF EXCAVATIONS AT TAMWORTH, STAFFS., 1968 

Fig. 1 Position of the buildings in the town-centre of Tamworth 
(The rectangle outlined is shown on a larger scale in fig. 2) 

are included below in an attempt to build up a picture of the former street-frontage. All of 
the buildings are taken in sequence from east to west and are labelled A to J so that their 
relative positions can be ascertained from figs. 1 and 2 and Plate I. 

B U I L D I N G A (figs. 1 and 3), once known locally as The Old Paregoric Shop. The street-
frontage elevation (fig. 3) is a reconstruction from old photographs, drawn to scale as closely 
as possible 3. The first- and second-floors were originally both jettied, but part of the frontage 
of the first-floor had been bricked up. An indication of the timbering of the west wall can 
be seen in the elevation, fig. 3 4 . It is the only building in this report which had cusped braces. 
The two windows at first-floor level both projected. An inventory of the rooms in this 
building can be seen in the Peel sale catalogue of 1884 (Appendix). 

Between building A and College Lane were a number of late-Georgian or early-Victorian 
cottages and one larger house of the same period very similar to building B. 

BUILDING B, at the corner of Church Street and College Lane, was a large, plain, late-
Georgian or early-Victorian town house, later converted into a shop (Plate I), but it is clear, 
for reasons which will be given later, that this was built on the site of a timber-framed 
structure which had been demolished. 

8 The most useful photograph of this building is available for inspection on request at Tamworth Castle 
Museum. 

* Mr. F. W. B. Charles has commented on this elevation: 'It is a very strange elevation and I wonder whether 
the two gables were not later additions'. 
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THE OLD CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, 
SHENSTONE, STAFFS. 

S. A. JEAVONS, F.S.A.* 

A LITTLE TO the north-west of the present church are the remains of the earlier church. 
Standing above ground are the west tower and the western gable of the north vestry. 
Adjoining the tower on the south side is a sixteen foot stretch of wall containing the 
original thirteenth-century doorway. The remainder of the church was pulled down to the 
foundations in the last century, when the present church was built. Permission was given 
me in 1949 by the vicar, the Reverend F. Hugh Barber, to conduct a series of excavations, 
and I should like to record my appreciation of his help in the actual work and also that of 
Mr. A. Gee, the sexton. The object of our work was to ascertain as much as possible from 
the remains of the earlier history of the building; about which there have been several 
references and speculations by Essington 1 and Saunders 2 . 

Documentary evidence reveals the existence of a church here in the early twelfth century. 
In 1129 Robert D'Oyly, the third Baron of Hocknorton and Constable of Oxford Castle, 
founded Oseney Abbey. He granted a number of churches to this abbey and amongst them 
was Shenstone Church. Excavation revealed the eastern end of the Norman nave and shows 
this nave to have been almost 20 ft. wide. This opened into the chancel by a narrow arch 7 ft. 
8 in. across. The extent of the Norman chancel could not be ascertained with certainty, 
as the chancel was pulled down to the foundations in the eighteenth century and rebuilt. 
It could well be that it was the length of the existing foundations as a slight projection at the 
south-east corner suggest the remains of a Norman buttress. Owing to the rebuilding in 
the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, only a few inches of the Norman north nave wall and 
6 ft. 9 in. of the south wall remain of the early church. This points to a small rectangular 
church with a nave of some 40 to 45 ft. long and 20 ft. wide with walls 3 ft. 3 in. thick. The 
chancel was entered by a narrow arch, round headed with probably a plain roll-moulding as 
no mention is ever made of the arch in any description of the church. The round-headed 
doorway to the nave was transferred to the west face of the tower in the thirteenth century. 
The general style of this Norman church points to a date in the late eleventh century. 

In 1204 Bartholomew de Gresebroke acquired the manor-house of Shenstone from 
Robert de Grendon. This was afterwards called Gresbrok Hall. It would seem that the 
advent of this family to Shenstone resulted in extensions to the church. A south transept 
was built and the nave extended to a length of 70 ft. A western tower was added and this 
was entered on the west by the original Norman doorway which was reset in this position. 
It is now blocked up but the semicircular dripstones are still visible. The nave had on the 
south side a doorway near the tower. This is still in situ and has early-thirteenth-century 
capitals crowned with a pointed arch of recessed orders and is the finest example of the work 
of this period in any church in Staffordshire. 

* Obiit 1965 
1 R. W. Essington, The Annals of Shenstone (1899). 
2 H. Sanders, The History and Antiquities of Shenstone (1794), written before 1774. 
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26 THE OLD CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, SHENSTONE, STAFFS. 

Fig. 1 Plan of church 

Some time during the reign of Henry III the Rugeley family acquired the seat of Shenstone 
Hall and the addition of a further important family to Shenstone is indicated by further 
extensions to the church. In the fourteenth century a north aisle and vestry was added, the 
western gable end of which still stands. The north nave wall was converted into an arcade 
and a north transept added. In spite of all these alterations it would appear that nothing 
was done to the original Norman chancel arch, with the result that a view of the sanctuary 
would be impossible to anyone in either of the transepts. It may be, of course, that these were 
chantries or private chapels. Of this so far no written evidence is forthcoming but a local 
tradition ascribes the south transept to the people of Stonnall and it was known as 
St. Peter's chapel 3 . Significantly enough the dedication of the present modern church at 
Stonnall is to St. Peter. The northern side of the tower was strengthened and the height of 
the tower appears to have been raised. Examination will show that the stonework in the 
topmost half of the tower differs from that in the lower portion. Again the lower western 
windows of the tower are thirteenth-century work. The tracery of the windows in the second 
and top stories have gone but a drawing of the church before 1840 in the William Salt Library at 
Stafford shows these to be of early-fourteenth-century workmanship, (Appendix, item 5), pi. Ia. 
This tower has never had a stone stairway but has always been ascended by means of wooden 
ladders. The suggestion by Essington 4 that this tower was built in the sixteenth century to 

3 Sanders, op. cit., pp. 2 2 0 - 2 , says that the south chancel was built of materials taken from Nether Stonnall 
chapel. 

* Essington, op. cit., pp. 11-12 . 
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By permission of Trustees of William Salt Library, Stafford 

Plate la—South-west view, 1838, by J. Buckler 

By permission of University of Keele 

Plate lb—South-west view, c. 1949 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



SUSPECTED LOST VILLAGE SITES IN STAFFORDSHIRE 

P. V. BATE A N D D . M. PALLISER 

I N 1954, M. W. B E R E S F O R D published The Lost Villages of England, giving a list of 
1,353 English villages known to have been deserted between the Norman Conquest and 
the sixteenth century. The subject had earlier been pioneered by Canon Foster in 
Lincolnshire 1 and Professor Hoskins in Leicestershire 2, but it was Beresford who first put 
'lost villages' on the map on a national scale. Since then, the Deserted Medieval Village 
Research Group (67 Gloucester Crescent, London N.W.I ) have been co-ordinating the hunt 
for these sites, and they now know of over two thousand. 

The desertions studied by Beresford were mostly villages lost in the later Middle Ages, after 
the Black Death of 1348-9, when villages, some already dwindling because of epidemics and 
migration, were destroyed wholesale by landlords either for sheep pastures or for parks. 
Desertion continued until at least the end of the eighteenth century, as for example the 
emparking of Chillington in Staffordshire, and the Deserted Medieval Village Research 
Group is considering all those for which there is documentary evidence in the medieval period. 
We have here followed the Group's practice in including all sites deserted at any period between 
Domesday Book (1086) and the nineteenth century. For villages deserted before 1086 there 
is no documentary evidence, though archaeology is helping; while the most recent desertions, 
such as dying mining settlements like Leycett, Staffs. (N.G.R. SJ 793467) we have excluded. 

Our table was prompted by the recent publication in Transactions, viii for 1966/67 (1968), 
p . 49, of the Group's list of twenty known Staffordshire sites. We were already aware of 
others, definitely or probably deserted and we thought that it would be worth while to list 
them. But it must not be assumed that we have necessarily quintupled the Group's total. 
Some of our entries will doubtless be deleted after detailed local research, while others should 
be added. The final total for Staffordshire will remain uncertain for some time to come, but 
it is already clear that the county must have suffered more desertions than were previously 
known. Medieval Archaeology, xi for 1967 (1968), p. 304, maps the two thousand English 
sites which the Deserted Medieval Village Research Group had located by the end of 1966. 
It shows the greatest concentration in a belt down central and eastern England from 
Northumberland to Dorset, with few sites known in the west and south-west. Staffordshire 
is credited with only 16, Herefordshire with 9, Worcestershire 6, Cheshire 2, Shropshire 1, 
and Lancashire with none at all. It was originally believed that there were very few lost 
villages in these areas, but it is becoming clear that their scarcity is due only to a lack of field-
work, and they are now being discovered in some numbers in Shropshire and Cheshire. 
Staffordshire seems to fall into the same pattern, and it may in the end prove to have suffered 
as heavily as counties well known for their lost villages, like Oxfordshire, where a recent survey 
counts 101 desertions, or about one in five of all villages in the county 3 . 
1 C. W. Foster and T. Longley, 'Lincolnshire Domesday', Lines. Record Society, xix (1924). 
2 W. G. Hoskins, "The Deserted Villages of Leicestershire', Essays in Leicestershire History (1951). 
s K. J. Allison, M. W. Beresford and J. G. Hurst, The Deserted Villages of Oxfordshire (1965). 
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32 SUSPECTED LOST VILLAGE SITES IN STAFFORDSHIRE 

Fig. 1 The site of Beddingtone (No. 3) is approx. the same as Pillaton (No. 72). 
The approx. position of Little Barr (No. 4 ) has been shown. 
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SUSPECTED LOST VILLAGE SITES IN STAFFORDSHIRE 33 

The 101 entries in the list follow a standard pattern. The number immediately preceding 
each place-name corresponds to its approximate location on the map. The last known name 
of the settlement in its constituent Hundred is then given, followed by the sheet number of the 
1 inch Ordnance Survey map and the approximate 2\ inch Ordnance Survey map reference 
(seventh edition). Next to this is placed the earliest known population or tax-naming of the 
settlement and this is indicated by the reference numbers utilized in the discussion on sources 
below. Where the existing documentary evidence for desertion seems conclusive, the 
place-name is in italic. Those villages which have been listed by the Deserted Medieval 
Village Research Group are marked with an asterisk. The final entry for each village 
indicates, where possible, the suggested period of depopulation. 

Finally we must repeat that this is not a definitive table, but only a list of suspected sites. 
In compiling such a list, we are faced with the difficulty of knowing whether certain settlements 
in existence have been deserted and then resettled, and also with the difficult question of 
what constitutes a village, especially in areas of dispersed settlement common to parts of 
Staffordshire. (How large a medieval settlement must there be before we call it a village 
rather than a hamlet? How small must it become before we call it a lost village rather than 
a 'shrunken' one?) The nature of the documentary evidence, which is presented variously 
under vills, parishes and constablewicks, further complicates these problems. 

More importantly, the fragmentary and obscure nature of the available documents makes 
it difficult to say positively that a particular village existed at a definite location for a known 
period of time. Except for the few cases where documents do answer these questions, the only 
solution is fieldwork: the discovery of earthworks (clearly distinguishable to the trained 
observer), either by searching on the ground or by studying air-photographs. As the task of 
inspecting all these sites is extremely difficult, we earnestly hope that many readers of this note 
will help. We shall be only too pleased to give advice and assistance when asked, and 
grateful to receive information via the Editor about suspicious earthworks in the areas where 
documents suggest that settlements once existed 4. 

SOURCES 
1. D O M E S D A Y (1086) - Victoria County History, Staffordshire, iv (1958), editor Miss 

L. M. Midgley. 
P. Wheatley, 'Staffordshire Domesday', in The Domesday Geography of Midland 
England (1954), edited by H. C. Darby and I. B. Terrett. 

2. H U N D R E D ROLLS (1255-75) - S.H.C., Old Series, v, Part I (1884). 
3. N O M I N A VILLARUM (1316) - Printed in Feudal Aids (Record Commissioners), v. 
4. LAY SUBSIDY R E T U R N S (1327 & 1332) - S.H.C., Old Series, vii (1886), x (1889). 
5. LAY SUBSIDY R E T U R N S (1334) - R. E. Glasscock, 'The Distribution of Lay Wealth 

in S.E. England in the early 14th Century'. Unpublished London Ph.D. thesis 1968. 
6. POLL TAX R E T U R N S (1377) - Courtesy of Miss L. M. Midgley. 

(1379) - S.H.C., Old Series, xvii (1896). 
7. LAY SUBSIDY (1524-5) - J. Sheail, 'The Regional Distribution of Wealth in England 

as indicated in the 1524-5 Lay Subsidy Returns ' . Unpublished London Ph.D. thesis 
1968. 

' Since this note was written, the first detailed investigation of a Staffordshire desertion has been published, 
F. B. Stitt's 'Shugborough, the end of a village', S.H.C., 4th Series, vi (1970), pp. 86-110. He shows that the 
village was gradually deserted between 1737 and 1773. 
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THE BURIAL-GROUNDS OF THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 
IN STAFFORDSHIRE 

D. G. STUART 

SUMMARY Quakers have always been urged to provide their own burial-grounds and to 
conduct their burials on simple and austere lines. There was no legislation governing the place 
of burial until the nineteenth century and, before they acquired burial-grounds, Quakers some
times buried their dead in their own gardens, although Anglican incumbents and churchwardens 
could make claim to burial-fees. 

Details are given of fifteen burial-grounds in Staffordshire, which are known from records of 
the Society of Friends. 

F R O M T H E EARLIEST years Quakers were urged by their leaders to provide their own 
burial-grounds, separate from those of the Church of England. The Conference held at 
Skipton in 1653 issued a letter in George Fox's name which included a recommendation to 
each meeting to provide a burying-place as 'a testimony against the superstitious idolising of 
those places called holy ground' 1 . The Conference at Balby in 1656 issued another letter 
urging Meetings to keep records of births and 'burials of the dead that die in the Lord' and to 
conduct burials 'according to the scriptures and not according to the custom of the heathen' 2 . 
The austerity of Quaker burials sometimes provoked contemporaries to contemptuous 
comment, and George Fox's reply reveals something of the funerary fashions of the t ime: 

And you all say That we Bury like Dogs because we have not superfluous and needless things upon our 
Coffin and a white and black Cloth with Scutcheons and do not go in Black and hang Scarfs upon our 
Hats and white Scarfs over our shoulder and give gold Rings and have sprigs of Rosemary in our hands 
and Ring the Bells. How dare you say we Bury our People like Dogs because we cannot Bury them after 
the vain Pomps and Glory of the World? 3 

Yearly Meeting, in the eighteenth century, continued to issue exhortations concerning 
burial-grounds and customs. Too much feasting was frowned upon, and Friends were urged 
to avoid 'superfluous provision' at funerals. Anything but the plainest and simplest grave
stones was objectionable, and indeed some Friends objected to the use of gravestones at all. 
Staffordshire Friends were of this opinion, for Quarterly Meeting reported in 1767 'The custom 
of setting up gravestones on our burial grounds has not been used with us ' 4 . There are some 
surviving Staffordshire examples, in the Uttoxeter and Stoke-on-Trent burial-grounds, but 
they are of nineteenth-century vintage. 

In the early days of the movement, before Friends acquired burial-grounds, they often buried 
their dead in their own gardens. At an episcopal visitation, in 1663, William Ridding of 

1 Quoted in A. Lloyd, Quaker Social History (1950), p. 2. 
2 Quoted in W. C. Braithwaite, The Beginnings of Quakerism (1923), p. 313. 
3 G. Fox, 'An Encouragement to Trust in the Lord' (1682), in Journal of Friends' Historical Society, x (1918), 

p. 12. 
4 Staffordshire Quarterly Meeting Minute Book [QMMB], 7/5/1767. 
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38 THE BURIAL-GROUNDS OF THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS IN STAFFORDSHIRE 

Shenstone was presented for 'not coming to church and for burying his wife in his own 
hempyard' 6 . Similarly Matthew Babb, of Stafford, was stated at the visitation of 1665 to 
have buried 'Boore's child in his backside' 6 . Such interments deprived Church of England 
ministers of their customary fees, and a Quaker account of a burial at Keele in 1682 reveals 
the attitude of one incumbent: 

An honest woman of Keele who feared the Lord, being dead, her Husband and Relations intended to bury 
her in a Burying-place of Friends, about Ten Miles from thence; but the priest of the Parish, named 
Thomas Walthall, sent to the Woman's Husband a threatening Message, that if he did not forthwith pay 
him his Demand for Fees, he would arrest the Corps and cause them to bury her in a Ditch: He also said 
in my Hearing that he had rather see all the Hereticks hang'd than lose one sixpence by them. In short the 
Priest, with two Church Officers, sat in an House watching and drinking the greatest part, if not the whole 
of the Night, in order to intercept the Corps when it should be carried to the Burial: So that the poor 
Man, to keep his dear Wife out of their Hands, determined to bury her in his own garden, and he 
accordingly did so: And he himself, oppressed with grief, died about six Days after, and was buried by 
his Wife . . . " . 

The incumbent had some claim under law, for although burial fees were required neither by 
common law nor canon law, in most parishes immemorial custom sanctioned the payment of 
a fee to both parson and churchwardens, and the incumbent could sue under common law for 
such payment if he could prove it was the custom. There was no legislation, prior to the Burial 
Acts of the nineteenth century, governing the place of burial, and there was, then, no 
prohibition of Quaker burials, either in private property or in the burial-grounds attached to 
meeting-houses. Burial in consecrated ground was a right rather than a requirement. 
Apart from three classes of persons listed in the rubric of the burial service of the Church of 
England - the unbaptized, the excommunicated and the suicide - every parishioner had a 
common law right to be buried in the parish churchyard or burial-ground 8 . 

The main sources for the study of Friends' burial-grounds are of two kinds - Quaker and 
non-Quaker. References may be found in the minute books of the local Quarterly or 
Monthly Meeting of Friends, together with deeds relating to their property, and various 
miscellaneous records 9 . F rom the outset Friends kept meticulous records, not only of their 
'Sufferings' but also of births, marriages and deaths within their meetings. Their registers 
were surrendered to the Crown Commissioners under the act of 1840, but careful copies were 
made which are now in the Library of Friends House, Euston Road, London. The burial 
registers, compiled on the basis of Quarterly Meetings, are not of course completely 
comprehensive. There were many more burials in the early days of the movement than are 
actually recorded. Moreover for many names - about 115 in the case of Staffordshire - no 
place of burial is given in the registers. For burials after 1840, Burial Notes kept by the local 
Monthly Meeting will normally be found among the records and these give the place of 
burial. 

The registers and locally-held records may be supplemented by a report made to Yearly 

5 Lichfield Joint Record Office, B/V/l/71. 
8 Ibid., B/V/l/72. 
' J. Besse, The Sufferings of the People called Quakers (1753), i, p. 653. 
8 J. B. Little, The Law of Burial (1902), p. 41 and 45. 
9 The records of Staffordshire Friends' Quarterly Meeting (which became Monthly Meeting after 1783) are in 

the official care of W. Eric and Doris E. Kent, Friends' Meeting-House, Uttoxeter. They are stored in a 
safe in the meeting-house in Stafford. All MSS referred to in footnotes are at Stafford unless stated 
otherwise. Some records pertaining to Leek Meeting are stored in the meeting-house in Leek. Stafford
shire Friends have been most helpful in allowing access to their records. 
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THE 'HATE HOUSE', LICHFIELD, STAFFS. 
A N D 

REV. DR. JAMES FALCONER 

F. M A R S T O N 

O F T E N O N E HEARS Lichfield people refer to the rather tall and elegant Georgian building 
at the eastern end of the Close as the 'Hate House ' or 'Spite House' . This building 
( N G R SK 11660981) has since 1908 been the Selwyn Hostel of the Lichfield Theological 
College and, during the 1914-1918 War, the residence of Bishop Kempthorne. 

There is a legend, with minor variations, that one of the Aston sisters of Stowe, being 
unmarried and not wanted by the others, was shuttled about by them between Stowe House 
and Stowe Hill Mansion, year after year, until, in a fit of indignation, she shook their dust 
off her feet and had the 'Hate House ' built as tall as possible, expressly to block their fine view 
of the Cathedral. For this legend, Lady Dorothea Charnwood, then living at Stowe House, 
writes in her book, An Autograph Collection, published in 1930, that she 'can find no 
foundation, still less authority'. 

The story is, on the face of it, suspect. The house in question is well off the line joining 
Stowe House and the axis of the Cathedral (fig. 1), being snugly tucked in the south-east corner 
of the Close. Viewed from Stowe House, it obscures only the south transept and St Chad's 
chapel, in part . It affects the view from Stowe Hill upper house not at all. This is all 
illustrated to perfection by the air-photograph reproduced as frontispiece to the Victoria 
County History, Staffs., iii (1970). Again, the front of the house is but three storeys - no 
taller than most other houses in the Close - though the rear wall which descends into the 
Dumnel, Dimnel or Close Ditch (or Fosse) is of necessity taller and rather gaunt in 
appearance. Subsequently it has proved necessary to reinforce this wall with rather disfiguring 
buttresses. 

The house was occupied for many years by the Rev. James Falconer, D .D . (1737-1809), 
who on coming down from Oxford, soon became rector of Thorpe Constantine and vicar of 
Lullington (1772), prebendary of Ufton (alias Ulverton or Oloughton) Decani (1777) and, in 
time, archdeacon of Derby (1796). That Dr. Falconer lived here is confirmed by a footnote 
to p . 346 of Stebbing Shaw's History and Antiquities of Staffordshire, i (1798) (referred to again 
below, where the view from 'Dr. Falconer's House ' is described). Again on p. 307 of the same 
work Shaw writes about the medieval palace of Bishop Langton as 'extending from the 
present Palace to Dr. Falconer's House' . There is also at the William Salt Library 1 a view 
of the east end of the Close, originally ' taken' by William Fernyhough in 1800, showing 'Dr. 
Falconer's house in the Old Fosse' and neighbouring buildings. 

The house is not shown on the Conduit Lands Trust map of Lichfield, dated 1766, but 
appears on John Snape's map of 1781. 

1 G. P. Mander, 'Staffordshire Views in William Salt Library', Staffordshire Historical Collections (S.H.C.) 
for 1942-3 (1946), No. 1477. 
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50 THE 'HATE HOUSE', LICHFIELD, STAFFS. AND THE REV. DR. JAMES FALCONER 

H. Smallwood 

Fig. 1 Positions of the 'Hate House' and Stowe House 

Messrs. Fowler, Langley & Wright of Wolverhampton, kindly permitted the writer to 
consult documents in their custody in order to identify the person responsible for building 
this house. Although the original lease of the site is not among these documents, there is an 
indenture of lease of 1821, which states that ' the Rev. James Falconer, D .D . built a dwelling 
house and other buildings in the Precinct and Liberty of the Close'. These indentures of 
leases also make it clear that, after the decease of Mary, widow of Dr. Falconer, in 1821, the 
house was transferred to Dame Catherine Miles, their daughter and widow of Col. Edward 
Miles, C.B., and on her death soon afterwards to Elizabeth Pearson, another daughter and 
widow of the Rev. John Batteridge Pearson, who had been one of Dr. Johnson's circle. The 
house does not leave the Falconer family till 1824. 

There are in fact in the recitals of these leases references to an indenture of lease of the site 
dated 1777. One might reasonably infer that the house was erected about that date, when 
Dr. Falconer, who by all accounts was wealthy and well-connected, took over his prebendal 
stall, on which occasion he might well have moved into the Close, leaving curates to ministrate 
at his other benefices. He is known to have lived here till 1809, the year of his death. 

Now, it appears from the deeds that the Falconers had nearly the whole length of the Fosse 
('38 perches or thereabouts' in area) east of the Close at their disposal so, if they had wanted 
to make a nuisance of themselves and in the absence of any ruling to the contrary, could have 
built dead in line with the main axis of the Cathedral. Instead they placed their house as 
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A MEDIEVAL TIMBER-FRAMED BUILDING 
IN HIGH-STREET, BURTON UPON TRENT, STAFFS. 

F. W. B. CHARLES, B.ARCH., F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. 

THIS R E P O R T CONSISTS of site-notes and sketches made on the premises of Messrs. 
Benefit Footwear Ltd., 169 High Street, Burton upon Trent, with the kind permission of the 
manager, Mr. G. J. O'Conner, before it was demolished in September 1969. N.G.R. of the 
site is SK 250227. 

The building, once wholly timbered, probably dated from the fourteenth century, to judge 
by a carved post-capital (plate I) and some heavily moulded floor-beams. The parts of 
the building which had survived were: 

(i) on the ground-floor, a few wall-posts and the main floor-beams over; 
(ii) on the first-floor, the whole of the frame-work including the floor over; and 

(iii) on the second-floor, some roof-timbers and wall-framing. 
The first-floor consisted of the most important room of the house, a great chamber or 

solar of seven bays about 57 feet long and 17 feet wide. It lay end-on to the street and was 
probably attached to a hall at right angles to it, parallel with the street and south of the solar 
range, see fig. 1, no. 1. 

On the first-floor were the two most interesting features of the entire building, the ceiling 
beams of the upper storey (fig. 1, no. 2) and the remarkable post-head. The latter, on the 
north side of bay 4, was part of the original structure and an important, if not the only clue, 
to its date. Probably some of the other post-heads had also been carved but some had been 
removed and others were concealed by brickwork and plaster. Those of the south wall 
of bays 1 and 2 were plain jowled post-heads. So also were those of the north wall of bays 6 
and 7. These rear bays represented the original ante-chamber, partitioned off, and without 
any moulded or carved timbers. 

There was a second-floor room over bays 1 and 2, incorporating the area marked 'space' 
on the plan, fig. 1. The east wall of this room also had some remarkable timbering (fig. 2). 
The curved braces suggest that there had formerly been a gable, probably repeated on the 
west wall overlooking the street. But at some time these gables had been removed, the tie-
beam taken out and subsituted by a plate, as shown, at slightly lower level, and the roof 
turned so that its ridge lay parallel instead of at right angles to the street. There were no other 
rooms on this level, but at the back of the wall-frame was a roof over bays 3 to 7 of the 
solar, but practically nothing was left of the original roof-timbers. 

At ground-level there could still be seen a very heavy and richly moulded floor-beam and 
there must also have been a number of other floor-beams and joists concealed by the 
modern plaster ceiling. N o doubt some of the wall-posts partly visible on the first-floor, 
also existed at this level behind brickwork. But the whole of the wall-framing on the 
street-front had been replaced in the last century by brickwork and the ground-floor had 
a modern shop-front. 
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Crown copyright: National Monuments Record BB67J7. 

Plate I—Post-capital 
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By permission of the Marquess of Anglesey 

Plate II—Wyatt's map of Burton upon Trent, 1760 (Scale 1 in. to 70 yards approx.) 
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THE GENERAL ELECTION OF 1841; THE REPRESENTATION 
OF SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE. 

P A T R I C K J. DOYLE 

T H E 1841 G E N E R A L ELECTION resulted in the loss of 23 seats by the Whigs, and the 
formation of a Conservative administration under Sir Robert Peel; Lord Melbourne, the 
outgoing Premier, commented that for the first time the Crown had had an opposition 
returned 'smack against i t ' 1 . The great Whig families were also rebuffed sharply, their 
nominees being rejected in the county divisions, and even the scions of the grandees, such as 
Lords Howick, Milton and Morpeth failed to be elected 2 . So that, although Lord Stanley's 
thesis that it was possible to ascertain the result of a county election by 'calculating the number 
of great landed proprietors in the county and weighing the number of occupiers under them', 
retained some validity, the upset of 1841 suggests that , in some areas at least, the minor 
landowners were breaking the tutelage of the great houses 3 . The southern division of 
Staffordshire, where there was no contest in 1841, presents an interesting case; Norman Gash 
in Politics in the Age of Peel (1953) rightly states that, ' the wealthy proprietors of Staffordshire 
had displayed a marked reluctance to engage in a contest, and counsels of prudence had 
finally prevailed'. Nevertheless, there were signs of revolt, as some of the county gentry 
protested in vigorous terms against a compact made by 'certain unauthorised persons in 
London ' 4 . 

Despite the industrial enclaves, mid-nineteenth-century Staffordshire remained essentially 
an aristocratic county, dominated by the great Whig families of the Dukes of Sutherland, the 
Earls of Lichfield, the Marquesses of Anglesey and the Lords Hatherton, while Lord Granville 
was the largest leaseholder in the county with considerable influence in the boroughs of 
Lichfield and Newcastle 6. Even if the Conservatives could not match the Whigs acre for 
acre, Lord Ward and the elder statesman, the Earl of Harrowby, represented a far from 
negligible landed interest, while the most prominent Staffordshire Conservative was the 
party leader, Peel. The Whig monopoly was broken in 1835, when in a by-election in the 
southern division, Sir Francis Goodricke beat the Whig Colonel Anson, Lichfield's brother. 
This victory was based on good electoral organization, especially the vital registration of 
votes, and the influence of gentlemen such as the Dyotts of Freeford, the Giffards of 
Chillington and the Moncktons of Somerford. The 1837 general election brought political 
equilibrium, the north returned the Conservative, W. B. Baring and the Whig, Edward Buller, 
and the south the Whig Anson and the Conservative Lord Ingestre 6 . 

1 Betty Kemp, "The General Election of 1841', in History, xxxvii, June 1952, No. 130, pp. 151 and 157. 
2 Ibid., p. 151. 
3 Cited, Asa Briggs, Age of Improvement (1959), p. 264. 
* Norman Gash, Politics in the Age of Peel; A Study in the Technique of Parliamentary Representation, 

1830-1850 (1953), p. 255. 
5 F. M. L. Thompson, English Landed Society in the Nineteenth Century (1963), p. 38: D. Southgate, The 

Passing of the Whigs; 1832-1886 (1962), p. 95, n. 5. 
• Gash, op. cit., pp. 250-1. 
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58 THE GENERAL ELECTION OF 1841: THE REPRESENTATION OF SOUTH STAFFS. 

The inclination to preserve the status quo was displayed as early as January 1839, when 
Peel wrote to Richard Dyott , the defeated Conservative candidate in the south in 1837, of 
rumours of an early dissolution of Parliament. Peel discounted the rumours and 
disclaimed being party to 'any resolution or opinion regarding the future representation of 
the county'. His other comment is interesting, in view of later events, T should think it 
probable that the prevailing feeling would be against a contest in the event of a dissolution, 
speaking for myself exclusively I should not be inclined to encourage one, and doubt the policy 
of i t ' 7 . However, Dyott was approached by John Benbow, Lord Ward's agent, on 
1st June of the same year with regard to the division, as he considered that Dyot t had 'a 
certain claim upon the electors in consequence of the exertions and sacrifices made . . . at the 
last general election'. Benbow enquired of Dyott , 'what may be your wishes if it should be 
thought expedient to bring forward a second candidate in the Conservative interest in the 
event of an early election'. He hastened to add that he wrote with the concurrence of some 
influential gentlemen in the county 8 . Having sounded out more opinions, Benbow wrote 
again within a week that, ' the idea of an early dissolution does not seem now to be much 
entertained', and he now doubted whether it would be possible to raise an election fund, as 
the general feeling was, that ' the county should not be disturbed' 9 . Benbow wrote a third time 
on 15 June, T do not think there is any disposition to subscribe in support of two Conservative 
candidates', although he regretted this trend, 'if the Conservative interest is really so much 
increased, as it has been represented to b e ' 1 0 . 

It would appear that finance was the root cause of the Conservatives' neutrality and 
the lack of enthusiasm for subscribing to the election fund was due probably to the dispute 
between the Dyotts and Ingestre over the election expenses in 1837. The expenses 
amounted to £7,000 but only £6,400 was raised; Dyott contributing £500. General Dyott , 
Richard's father, an ultra-Tory, had declared that ' the noble Lord as the winning candidate 
should have settled the debt without calling upon the defeated candidate'. The outstanding 
£600 became a bone of contention, and Gash suggests that 'it was certainly Ingestre's 
determination not to be led into similar expense that led to the events of 184F 1 1 . 

However, in 1841, Dyott , having been petitioned by more than 300 persons, 200 of 
whom were electors, accepted nomination as Conservative candidate for Lichfield in 
opposition to Lord Alfred Paget. The petition had received support at what was claimed 
to be the largest political meeting ever held in the city. Dyott was assured by Mr. R. Hinckley, 
the meeting's chairman, that after scrutinizing the Lichfield register, he was convinced, 
'whatever may be the combination of parties we consider your success over Lord Alfred Paget 
as placed beyond all possibility of doubt ' . 1 2 The confident Lichfield Conservatives also 
looked forward to taking the second county seat in the southern division. 

When Parliament was eventually dissolved, a group of Conservatives in London, including 
Ingestre, W. Bagot, R. Curzon and F . R. Hill, on hearing that Mr. Wyatt , the Liberal agent, 
had indicated that his party was not anxious to bring forward a second candidate, invited 
Edward Monckton to explore with Lord Hatherton the possibility of preventing ' the bad 

7 D 661/10/1/10, (Dyott Papers, Staffordshire County Record Office); Whitehall, 7 January 1839, Sir 
Robert Peel to R. Dyott. 

8 D 661/10/1/12; 26 Mecklenburgh Square, London, 1 June 1839, John Benbow to R. Dyott. 
9 Ibid; 8 June 1839, John Benbow to R. Dyott. 

1 0 Ibid; 15 June 1839, John Benbow to R. Dyott. 
1 1 Gash, op. cit., p. 251. 
1 2 D 661/10/1/12, c. 1841, R. Hinckley to R. Dyott. 
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PROGRAMME 1970-71 
1970 
June 6 Day excursion to Gloucestershire and the Cotswolds. Odda's chapel; 

Deerhurst church; Upleadon church; Stoke Orchard (A. Bell, Esq.) and 
Buckland churches; Stanway Hall (Lady Violet Benson). Leader: 
J. Gould 

July 4 Day excursion to south-east Derbyshire. Dale Abbey; Cat and Fiddle 
windmill; Morley church; South Wingfield manor-house; Moot hall 
and church, Wirksworth (Canon Busby). Leader: M. M. Hallett 

Oct. 2 (L) Annual General Meeting 
Conservation in Staffordshire - F . N . Taylor (County Planning and 
Development Dept.) 

Oct. 30 (T) Excavations at Fisherwick and King's Bromley, Staffs. - Mrs. Henrietta 
Miles 

Nov. 5 (L) Excavations in the Trent Valley - Miss Hazel M. Wheeler 
Nov. 19 (T) Industrial archaeology of the Tamworth area - Dr. Jennifer Tann 
Dec. 4 (L) John Wilkinson and the Black Country iron industry - G. R. Morton, 

F.I.M. 
Dec. 18 (T) Account of recent work of the Society in Tamworth - J. Gould, F.S. A. and 

R. A. Meeson 

1971 
Jan. 8 (L) Civic Evening: Medieval hospitals and almshouses in Staffordshire -

G. Baugh 
Jan. 22 (T) Medieval military sites, an archaeological approach to recent work at 

Ludgershall, Wilts. - P. V. Addyman, F.S.A. 
Feb. 5 (L) The 'reconstruction' of lost coin-hoards of Staffordshire - Dr. P. H. 

Robinson 
Feb. 19 (T) Heraldry, ancient and modern - Canon Philip Wells 
Mar. 5 (L) Shropshire and the English lead-mining boom - Fred Brook 
Mar. 12 Travel evening at Arts Centre, Lichfield 

Tashkent and U.S.S.R. - G. Parker 
Mar. 26 (T) Excavation of the Roman villa at Barnsley Park, Glos. - Dr. Graham 

Webster, F.S.A. 
April 16 (T) Travel evening; 

Sweden - M. M. Hallett, F.S.A. Venice - Miss C. F. Tarjan 

(L) Lichfield Public Libarary (T) Tamworth Castle 

EXCAVATIONS 

Tamworth: Excavation of medieval and pre-Conquest features in Mould's Yard, Church 
Street by R. A. Meeson. 

Wall: Excavations continued on the site of the Roman forts. 
Some work was also done on the bath-site for the Ministry of the Environment. The excava
tions were under the direction of Mr. A. A. Round. 
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T A M W O R T H RESEARCH COMMITTEE 

This committee has been set up by the Tamworth Borough Council to plan archaeological 
research and excavation in Tamworth. The Society is represented by Mr. J. Gould, who was 
elected chairman, and Mr. R. A. Meeson. Three other members serve on the committee, 
Miss C. F . Tarjan, Messrs. P. Edden and K. J. Sheridan. The committee issued its first report 
in June 1971, 'Tamworth Development - The Archaeological Implications', and in the same 
month sponsored an excavation, under the direction of Mr. Philip Rahtz of Birmingham 
University and K. J. Sheridan, on the site of a Saxon mill in Bolebridge Street. 

E X C H A N G E O F TRANSACTIONS 

The following have been added to the Societies with whom we exchange transactions: 
Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire 
Yorkshire Archaeological Society 

All exchange copies of transactions are available to members in the reference section of 
Lichfield Public Library. 
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